
Climate Adaptation 
Indicators 

In the next 20 minutes… 

1. Quick summary of a frameworks scan

2. Types of Adaptation indicators

3. Challenges to developing adaptation indicators

4. Principles for developing good indicators

5. Introduction to the adaptation indicators worksheet
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Challenges 
•  Indicators are not a perfect science 

•  Successful adaptation is context-specific 

Needs 
•  Common indicator principles 

•  City to city ranking is problematic 

•  Shared list of good indicators 

The USDN 2015 National Adaptation Forum 
Sessions 

Scan of Resilience 
Frameworks 
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Identifying 
Vulnerabilities 

Tracking Progress Measuring 
Success 

Exposure 

Sensitivity 

Process 

Adaptive capacity 

Transformative 
capacity 

What Adaptation Indicators can 
Measure 

What Adaptation Indicators can 
Measure 
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Challenges to Adaptation 
Indicators 

Defining Success 

Long Time-Horizons 

Counterfactuals 

Maladaptation 

Invalid Measures 

Unfunded Measures 
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Principles of Good 
Adaptation Indicators 

Focus on Purpose 

Match to Vision and Goals 

Target to Stakeholders 

Assign Responsibility 

Create Decision-Relevance 

Translate for a Lay Audience 
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Think in Systems 

Determine Scale and Integration 

Create Bundles 

Choose Achievable over Comprehensive 

Consider Primary, Secondary, and Cascading 

Impacts 

 

Be Evidence-Based 

Ensure Validity 

Account for Inequalities and Geographies 

Base on Performance and Consequence 

Account for Uncertainties 
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Thank You! 

Mike Crowley 
Director, Regional Resilience 

mcrowley@iscvt.org 802-225-2943 
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